MUS455: Teaching Instrumental Music

Method Book Review

Due: Jan. 25, 2015 (to be submitted electronically, via email to mrob@msu.edu)
Choose one of the beginning instrumental music methods in the Music Education Resource Room (Rm. 3) or Ensemble Library storage cabinets.  Consider: content, lay-out, charts, pictures, features, starting notes, how special problems are handled, the teacher’s book, sequencing, underlying philosophy. Organize your review in either narrative or table form, and include your comments on the approach taken in the book compared to what you know about how children learn music.  Include a scan of a sample page of the method book in your report.
You will be assessed on your review and analysis of the following considerations:

· Placement of fingering charts—inside front cover, inside back cover, middle. . .pros and cons?

· “special pages” for some instruments—F horn, oboe, bassoon, percussion, etc.

· melody; how it’s defined, introduced, when?

· mention of singing?
· how are new notes presented?: in isolation, in seconds or scalar—rather than in context/patterns, triads, etc.

· how is rhythm presented?: from whole note to divisions, or divisions to longer values—what is the difference?

· how are the National Standards presented, mentioned, referenced?: the NS call for all students to sing, play instruments, compose and improvise, among other skills and understandings. . .

· how do students get good aural reinforcement for tone on their instrument?: or learn to play with accompaniment? Is a CD included with the book?

· Other issues. . .competitiveness, lay out, too much info too soon?

